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PILOT DEAN SMITH GIVES 
AIR TRAFFIC VIEWS\~* 


Chicago, Ill. October, 1938 


ALPA ocT. ‘2, “13, 14 AIR SAFETY CONFERENCE IS SIGNAL SUCCESS 





| The Aotcons 


to have inore crashes 
the entire industry. (L. to r.) “HY 





ng Fd - ious winters’ crashes will deliver a body blow to 
H.L. Clark, A. A., David L. 
Thomas 0. Herdin and Sumpter Smith, members A Safety Board, Oswald Ryan, member Author ity. 


: Little, U. 


Cannot Afford... 





Skyway Control 
Problems Numerous 


Authority Appoints 
Safety Committee 
To Hear Pilots 


Coramittee’s Duties 





The Central Executive Council | 
of the Air Line Pilots Association | 
and the officials of the Air Traffic | 


Division of the new Air Author- ‘AretoR d 
ity met in conference October 21 | pare as 


at the LaSalle Hotel in Chicago. Review Safety 
Those in attendance representing | Recommendations 


the Air Traffic Division were: : 
Earl F. Ward, Chief, Airways | The first meeting between the 
Operation Division; Glen A. Gil-| Air Line Pilots Association and 


bert, Chief, Airways Traffic Con-|the Civil Aeronautics Authority, 
trol Section; John L. Huber, As-| Charged with the administration of 
sistant Chief, Airways Traffic Con- | the Civil Aeronautics Act, was held 
trol Section; J. H. Nicholson, As- | | October 14 at the Congress Hotel 
sistant Chief, Communications Sec- | i" Chicago. ; : 

tion; Ross Hayes, Acting Commu-| The purpose of this meeting was 
nication Supervisor, Communica- to discuss with the Authority, all 
tions Section; and Fred L. Smith, matters having to do with increas- 
Chief, Airport Traffic Control Sec- | !™& 4! safety, and in particular, 
ton. , the prevention of accidents during 





the coming bad weather winte 

Will Establish Five New Stations| © oe Caer Wena 

The entire time of the confer- Those present from the Author- 
ence was taken up with discussion | jty were: 





pertinent to the problems of air 
| traffic control, and it was very ap 


, Col. 2 


Clinton Hester, Administrator. 
Oswald Ryan, representing the 
five-man Authority. 


Behnceke, Pres., A. L. P.A., 


~ (Continued on Page 7 7 











F.D.R. Approves 
Gravelly Point 
For D. C. Airport 


Efforts of 
Sumpter Smith 
Prove Effective 





The Washington Airport tangle 
is unravelling. 

President Roosevelt has ordered 
the construction of an airport at 
Gravelly Point. Col . Sumpter 
Smith has been working on this 
problem ever since his appoint- 
ment to the Air Safety Board, and 
apparently his efforts have gone a 
long way in the direction of get- 
ting things started. 

The cost of this project will be 
borne by the WPA and actual con- 
struction will be under supervision 
of Army engineers. Whether or 
not this project can be completed 
without a special act of Congress 
remains to be seen, but at least a 
good start will be made before it 


will be necessary to get Congres- | -—— 


sional approval, if at all. At least 
Sumpter Smith, with the ready co- 
operation of the President, has 
been able to get things started, 
making a very dark picture look 
brighter. 
Pilots’ Ultimatum 

The air line pilots have played 
no small part in bringing the 
Washington Airport controversy to 
a-successful conclusion. At their 
last convention they passed a reso- 
lution recommending that some- 
thing be done to alleviate the dan- 
gerous operating conditions that 
existed at Washington-Hoover. In 
the spring of 1937, when Doug- 
las equipment became _§ gener- 
ally used by American and East- 
ern Air Lines, the pilots decided 
that something should be done im- 
mediately. Consequently, they 
asked the Association to step in 
and demand in the interest of safe- 
ty that some action be taken to 
improve the airport facilities in 
the District of Columbia. The As- 
sociation immediately started the 
ball rolling by filing a petition 
with the Bureau of Air Commerce, 
bearing the signature of all the 
line pilots of the companies using 


Tom Hardin and Sumpter Smith, 





——, 


Mr. 


formance of former winters? 
really increase air safety 





Chairman: 





how can we get through the bad-weather months of the coming winter without repeating the per- 


. why have certain carriers lessened ceiling and visibility limitations? 


the two members of the Air 
Safety Board. 
Representing the ALPA: 

The Air Line Pilots Association 
was represented by the Air Line 
Pilots National Safety Committee 
and safety representatives from 
each of the air lines. Pilots pres- 
ent and the lines they represented 
were as follows: 

N. A. Laurenzana, Braniff Air- 


The Issue Is... 7 


ways. 

Arthur Mills, Braniff Airways. 

W. P. McFail, American Air- 
lines. 


M. D. Ator, American Airlines. 

H. W. Susott, American Air- 
lines. 

H. L. Clark, American Airlines. 

A. J. Jaster, Mid-Continent Air- 
Lines. 

Fred Richardson, Transcontinen- 
tal Western Air. 

James H. Roe, Transcontinental 
Western Air. 


Charles A. Thompson, United 
Air Lines. 

Harold L. Knoop, United Air 
Lines. 


H. P. Little, United Air Lines. 
P. B. McCarthy, Delta Air Lines. 
P. L. Foster, Eastern Air Lines. 


(Continued on Page 5, Col. 1) E 


We cannot blow hot and cold all at the same time and expect to 











Flying the U.S. 
Air Mail Out 
Of “the Red” 


For the first time in its stream- 
lined history, the United States 
air mail service is about to emerge 
from “the red.” 

To the nation and the Govern- 
ment this substitution of black ink 
for red in the ledger will repre- 
sent a saving of millions of dol- 
lars. 

And for the new Civil Aeronau- 
tics Authority, which opened shop 
a fortnight ago, this fact becomes 
an interesting augury as revital- 
ized planning of the country’s sky- 
ways gets under way. In this plan- 
ning, the air mail business is des- 
tined to play a major role. 

The physical growth of the air 
mail system has been nothing 
short of sensational. The first reg- 
ular air mail service consisted of 
a single and simple beeline be- 








(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 
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A Huddle To 


Save Lives... 





we may as well let it be known now that we intend to listen and act on the complaints and safety 


recommendations of the men who are actually doing the flying . . . no one need have fear of telling 
us the whole truth. (L. to r.) Thomas O. Hardin, Sumpter Smith and Oswald Ryan. 
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‘‘Public safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix maximum flying hours, minimum pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.’’ 

—President Roosevelt. 














Within the Month 


The month of October has proved to be one of action for the air 
line pilots. ON THE 12TH, 18TH, AND 14TH, the first national air 
line pilots’ safety conference was held in Chicago at the Congress 
Hotel. Hundreds of safety complaints and recommendations were 
carefully compiled by the safety representatives of the pilots’ associa- 
tion and submitted to the new Air Authority and Safety Board. The 
Air Line Pilots National Safety Committee and all the councils dis- 
played a deep interest in this move, and the hundreds of safety rec- 
ommendations that they submitted cover all phases of what should be 
done to increase the safety of the air travelling public. 


The new Administrator, Clinton M. Hester, a member of the Au- 
thority, Oswald Ryan, and the members of the Safety Board, Sump- 
ter Smith and Thomas Hardin, displayed a keen interest in the recom- 
mendations submitted by the pilots and promised that prompt action 
would be taken on all the safety recommendations submitted by the 
men actually doing the flying. 


SHORTLY THEREAFTER, ON OCTOBER 24, the new Civil 
Aeronautics Authority, at its regularly scheduled meeting, established 
a standing committee consisting of Chairman Edward J. Noble of the 
Authority, Robert H. Hinckley, member of the Authority, and Clinton 


M. Hester, Administrator, to maintain direct liaison with the nation’s | 


air line pilots as a further step towards insuring safety in air trans- 
portation. This action on the part of the Authority establishes a per- 
manent contact between the line pilots and the Civil Aeronautics 
Authority. 


The Committee’s duty, as outlined in the formal order creating 
it, is to receive and review for the Authority such complaints and 
recommendations relating to safety in scheduled air transportation as 
may be presented to it by the authorized representatives of the air 
line pilots. Members of the Committee were also instructed to confer 
from time to‘time with such authorized representatives for the promo- 
tion of air line safety. 


The holding of the first air line pilots’ national safety conference 
with the Authority and Safety Board, and the establishment of a per- 
manent committee within the new Authority to work directly with the 
line pilots on all matters having to do with safety, is truly a milestone 
in the pilots’ fight to increase air safety. 


ON OCTOBER 21, the Central Executive Council of the Air Line 
Pilots Association met with the officials of the new Traffic Control 
Division of the new Authority for the purpose of discussing the many 
problems of properly controlling air traffic in the congested areas, 
both on the lines ‘and at the terminal points of the air network, with 
the view of increasing safety. The conference quickly brought to 
light the fact that there is no shortage of problems either on the side 
of the pilots or on the side of the Air Traffic Control officials. 


The pilots were very frank in their criticism and suggestions as 
to what was wrong with the present methods of controlling air traffic 
and what should be done to improve the present Air Traffic Control 
procedure. The representatives of the Air Traffic Division were 
equally frank in acquainting the pilots with the many serious prob- 
lems that they had encountered since the inception of this new air lane 
“stop and go” control system. Many recommendations were made, 
but basically the pilots have recommended that the Authority and Air 
Safety Board study the entire question of Air Traffic Control with the 
view of making fundamental changes in the present control system, 
so that it will be capable of handling the increasing amount of traffic 
with maximum safety and efficiency. 


ON OCTOBER 1, good news was received from Washington that 
President Roosevelt had taken definite action to unscramble the ten- 
year-old Washington Airport entanglement by approving the Gravelly 
Point site. This, of course, will not please everyone, but at least it is 
a long stride in the right direction. We are told that all haste will be 
made in completing this project and that they will probably be ready 
to lay down runways in one year’s time. The President has indicated 
that he has not abandoned his idea of a close-in airport, and another 
located out far enough to permit the building of an all-weather port 
sufficiently large to accommodate all present and future military and 
commercial equipment. 

The success or failure of air transportation today absolutely de- 
pends on demonstrating to Mr. John Q. Public that we can transport 
him from here to there with maximum safety. Words will not do the 
trick—actions will. THE PILOTS ARE TAKING ACTION. 


—DAVID L. BEHNCKE. 











By PILOT W. T. BABBITT 
Council 18—E. A. L. 
Miami, Fla. 





Man! I’m going to press under 
pressure this time. I just got an 
“Air Special” from Pres. Behncke 
telling me to rush all news that’s 
fit to print to Headquarters imme- 
diately. Dave says our little ga- 
| notte is slipping due to lack of 
| news. — 

Until I got Dave’s letter I fig- 
ured I’d boycott the paper a while 
since they’ve been censoring my 
stuff and even throwing a lot of it 
away. Of course on_ second 
thought the paper does have to go 
through the mail but still it’s sup- 
posed to be for the boys, and a 
few cracks should add_ color. 
However, Headquarters gets the 
gripes when somebody gets insult- 
|ed. If you’ve been a copilot for 
several years you can’t be insulted 
jeasily. I say, “Anything that 
| would insult a copilot would drive 
|}a mule from his oats.” 

Dave’s letter sounded like Fred- 
| die Cann the time he got lost in 
|the Everglades. Freddie and John- 
ny R. Armstrong had been out 
| hunting snakes in the Glades all 
|day. When they got ready to 
| come out they found they had lost 
| their trail, and after several hours 
|}of tramping about in circles 
through the marshes, Freddie got 
scared. As a last resort Freddie 
got on his knees and started a 
lengthy prayer. At the minute of 
completion a big buzzard flew over 
and dropped ballast, hitting Fred- 
die on the head. Freddie said, 
“Oh God! Don’t give me that, 
I’m really lost.” 
Ethyl, 2 Cents Extra 

Now for the human interest. 
Looks like this year Miami will 
witness its biggest season as the 
winter playground. Already we 
see big cars with hoods as long as 
a clearance message to Newark, 
manned by crews of two, with 
some pretty doll holding down the 
tail. This Miami is a great place 
for the bachelor. It’s next to 
Heaven. Already there are signs 
everywhere “5 gals. for $1.25,” 
and you can get Ethyl for 2 cents 
extra. 

I overheard Bob Chew and a 
PAA (The “sunshine” route) pilot 
talking. This PAA fellow was tell- 
ing about the lightning striking 
his ship and what all it had done. 
Bob said he’d never been directly 
struck by lightning, but that in 
the old Mailwing days he had had 
it strike so close he could smell 
ozone. Since when did they start 
calling it “ozone,” Bob? 

Springer Takes Captain Post 

Ernest Springer, one of our co- 
pilots and formerly with American, 
has left us to accept a captain’s 
position on National Airlines. Af- 
ter spending two years with A. A. 
and one year with E. A. L., being 
moved from the “wrong side” of 
the airplane to the left side will 
probably make it hard for Ernest 
to fly without sound effects, e. g., 
“keep her level,” “you’re getting 
too slow,” “5 degrees to the right,” 
and so forth. 

With your permission I’ll now 
do a little back slapping. I be- 
lieve all the EAL pilots are more 
than proud of the enviable piece 
of flying our Dave Hissong and 
Clyde Russell did in getting that 
‘Hell Chariot” back on the ground 
one black PM last month at Mont- 
gomery, Alabama. 

Hissong Gets “Warmed Up” 
This is the second time Dave 

















Shangri La’s Correspondent Breaks Silence 








North Beach OK 
— Till Moving Time 


By PILOT DON W. SMITH 
Council No. 2—TWA 
Newark, N. J. 








Well, here is Newark back in 
print. Several boys have asked 
when we were going to have a let- 
ter in again. I really thought that 
we had been getting so much at- 
tention in other columns that there 
was really no need to write a let- 
ter. But, if you insist, I’ll try 
once more. Wish I were a Sher- 
idan, but no, you have to know 
how to insult people to be like 
that. Nevertheless, they are grand 
letters, Hy. 

All the boys on TWA lost one 
of the best friends possible when 
Hal Snead, our eastern region 
chief, died. I think that the best 
compliment that I can hand to Hal 
is that he is the one person I ever 
knew, that could wash out a man 
he was checking, and still be 
thanked at the end of the ride. It 
happened several times to Hal. 
The man taking his job has a large 
pair of shoes to fill. 


“Jack”? Zimmerman Takes Over 

And the man taking the job is 
none other than Harry “Jack” 
Johnson Zimmerman. (Mr. Zim- 
merman now.) If anyone can fill 
Hal’s shoes, Jack is the man to do 
it. Good luck, Harry. 

Have an idea if someone would 
start an interline club of home- 
owners with long faces as a re- 
sult of the North Beach change, 
he would find quite a few recruits 
in TWA at Newark. By the way, 
who was the pilot that prepared a 
favorable report on North Beach, 
until, one day before the report 
went in, he bought a house in 
Newark, and changed his report 
entirely? 

Who was the dispatcher that 
spent several uncomfortable hours 
after receiving several calls that 
a certain hostess, who had just 
been injured in an automobile ac- 
cident, was “talking” while un- 
conscious? 


The Wilkins Chicken Ranch 
Stopped by the Wilkins chicken 
ranch the other day. Why call it 
a chicken ranch? Well, Wilk had 
a lot of crab grass, so he dili- 
gently dug it out and planted 
some very fine grass seed. But, as 
we all know, dogs will run, and 
dogs will do other things, and 
Wilk had trouble with his new 
lawn. Consequently, he put up the 


‘nicest chicken fence you ever saw. 


But not even the fence could keep 
the seed in the yard when the 
Boston deluge came, so in went a 
new bunch, which, I am happy to 
say, is doing nicely at present. I 
suggest, instead of a ninety day 
check, that everyone spend four 
hours in Wilk’s playroom and then 
find his way out to his car through 
the fence. 

Who was the fellow that started 
to take up a collection to buy Jim 
Hischeid an umbrella to take on 
his next hunting trip? Twelve 
days in the Canadian woods and 
twelve days of rain. Nice going, 
Jim, wish I could really get on 
you for the heckling you have 
done this past month. 

Wonder what Dick “Hi-de-ho” 
Heidman would do if some one 
would steal his golf clubs? I’ll ad- 
mit it would be one dirty trick. 





(Continued on Page 7, Col. 3) 
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“To fly West, my friend, is a 
flight we all must take for a 
final check. 





Ou Constant Memoriam 





Active 
Accidental 
Adams, John B.—U. A. L. 
Anderson, Lloyd—U. A. L. 
Andert, Paul A.—U. A. L. 
Barron, John M., Jr.—A. A. 
Bickford, L. A.—P. A. A. 
Bigelow, Ed.—U. A. L. 
Blom, Edwin W.—U. A. L. 
Bogen, W. L.—W. A. E. 
Bohnet, Frederick L.—T. W. A. 
Bolton, Harvey F.—T. W. A. 
Bontrager, C. M.—R. A. L. 
Borchers, Adrian—P. A. A. 
Bowen, J. E —T. W. A. 
Bowen, Lewis L.—B. A. 
Brandon, James L.—U. A. L. 
Briggs, Francis W.—A. A. 
jh gm D. E.—U. A. L. 
Brunk, Paul S.—P. A. A. 
Bucher, Charles L.—P. A. A. 
Cohn, Hanley G.—W. A. 8S. 
Cox, Floyd—Ludington 
Davis, Alfred W.—U. A. L. 
Davis, Douglas—E. A. L. 
DeCesare, Frank—P. A. A. 
De Cesaro, Joseph G.—U. A. L. 
Dietz, Stuart G.—E. A. L. 
Dixon, Andrew, Jr.—D. A. L. 
Dunn, Stephen—P. A. A. 
Fields, Glenn T.—A. A. 
Fuller, Ray E.—A. A. 
George, Hal—T. W. A. 
Grover, R. Boyd—vU. A. L. 
Haid, Arthur A.—N. W. 
Hale, S. H.—E. A. L. 
Hallgren, W. A.—A. A. 
Hill, George W.—A. A. 
Holbrook, Clyde M.—A. A. 
Holsenbeck, W. M.—P. A. A. 
Jamieson, W. L.—E. A. L. 
Kelsey, Harold J.—A. A. 
Kincanon, Ted N.—A. A. 
Komdat, Albert C.—E. A. L. 
Lewis, Harry C.—T. W. A. 
Livermore, Joe—N. W. 
Lucas, Al—W. A. S. 
Lucas, Verne—Ludington 
Lynn, John B.—C. & S. A. L. 
McMickle, Harold—P. A. A. 
Malick, Forrest E.—U. A. L. 
Mamer, Nick B.—N. W. 
Marshall, Gerald V.—A. A. 
Merrifield, Austin S.—U. A. L. 
Montee, Ralph—T. W. A. 
Montijo, John G.—V. A. T. 
Morgan, Howard R.—T. W. A. 
Mossman, Russell C.—C.&S.A.L. 
Neff, Harold—U. A. L. 
Noe, Earl J.—T. W. A. 
Odell, M. T.—A,. A. 
Owens, Clifford P.—W. A. E. 
Paschal, A.—P. A. A. 
Potter, Norman W.—U. A. L. 
Pursley, C. H.—P. A. A. 
Radoll, R. W.—U. A. L. 
Riggs, Russell S.—A. A. 
Robbins, Wm. J. B.—A. A. 
Rousch, Chas. W.—N. W. 
Rust, F. H.—A. A. 
Salisbury, Hervey M.—T W. A. 
Sandblom, J. V.—C. P. 
Sauceda, J. M.—P. A. A. 
Sharpnack, J. W.—U. A. L. 
Sheets, Don K.—Panagra 
Sherwood, George C.—W. A. E. 
Supple, Robert E.—Panagra 
Tarrant, Harold R.—U. A. L 
Tertetzky, Leo—P. A. A. 
Thompson, A. R.—U. A. L. 
Underwood, Sanford L —A. A. 
Vance, Claire K.—U. A. L 
Waldron, Joe—A. A. 
Walker, M. A.—P. A. A. 
Wallace, Clyde W.—T. W. A. 
Weatherdon, Edwin—A. A. 
West, F. W.—N. W. 
Wieselmayer. Otto—P. A. A. 
Williamson, P. B.—E. A. L. 
Worthen, John A.—-W. W. 
Zeier, Carl F.—C. & 8. A. L. 


Natural 
Cochrane, Robert M.—U. A 
Fife, John A.—C. A. 
Hohag, R. J.—N. W. 
McConaughey, Ira M.—A. A. 
Phelps, Henry T.—P. A. A. 
Swanson, Axel—A, A. 


L. 


Inactive 
Burford, Dean W. 
Caldwell, G. Q. 
Drayton, Chas. M. 
Noyes, Dewey L. 
Ormsbee, F. 
Shelton, Boyd M. 
Stark, Howard C. 
Veblen, E. H. 
Wheaton, Harold H. 
Whittemore, Fred W. 
Willey, Sidney L. 


Waiting List 
Brock, Wm. 8. 
Kiser, Daniel 
Unemployed 


Darby, James E. 
Downs, Lloyd 
Hays, George L. 
Keadle, Floyd E. - 
Rhiner, L. H. 


Honorary 
Rogers, Will 
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Dave Hissong 
Safely Lands 
Flaming s Airliner 


Entire Industry Owes 
Hissong and Russell Debt 
Of Gratitude for 
Thwarting Another 
Major Air Disaster 


By mushing a flaming plane to 
a safe, even smooth, landing, Pilot 
Dave Hissong and Copilét C. R. 
Russell saved the lives of 11 pas- 
sengers, the safety prestige of 
Eastern Air Lines, and themselves 
from probably being labeled with 
“pilot error,” when forced down 
recently at Montgomery, Ala. 


Not one member of the passen- 
ger list or the crew was seriously 
injured, but Pilot Hissong came 
out a bit scorched from the flames 
that had eaten into the cabin by 
the time the wheels touched the 
ground. 

The plane, a 14-passenger, $90,- 
000 ship, flying the Houston-New 
York shuttle, was completely de- 
stroyed within a few minutes after 
a cool-headed crew had nursed it 
to the ground. On board was J. 
V. Connolly, general manager of 
the Hearst newspapers, who said, 
“the heroism and fine work of the 
pilot simply were beyond descrip- 
tion. . . . I never saw such cool- 
headed fiying as Pilot Dave His- 
song exhibited . . . we all owe him 
our lives.” 

A few moments after taking off, 
according to Pilot Hissong, the 
ship developed vibrations in the 
right motor, and so the plane was 
swung around to return to the air- 
port. Flames began spurting from 
the vibrating motor, and within a 
few minutes it either burned or 
shook itself loose, and went crash- 





. . « “Chamberlain” of American Airlines in action . 
thing 
the boys a chance to blow off steam . 
macy here and there, is the real ground-gainer in the final solving of real problems. 


Master Chairman McFail, 





The... | Authority Holds 


First Hearing 


_ The Civil Aeronautics Author- 
ity announced’ today that it had 
set dates for its first series of 
hearings on applications for cer- 
tificates of convenience and neces- 
sity. All of the hearings are upon 
applications of operators who 
were from May 14 until the effec- 
tive date of the section, August 
23, continuously operating as air 
carriers. 

This so-called “grandfather 
clause” provides that the Author- 
ity shall issue certificates to ap- 
plicants solely on their proof of 
such operation, unless the service 
rendered was inadequate and in- 
efficient. The hearings, with their 
dates and the examiners to pre- 
side, are as follows: 

October 24, before Examiner F. 
A. Law. 

Pan American Airways: San 
Francisco to Hong Kong, via Hon- 
olulu, Midway, Wake, Guam, Ma- 
nila and Macao. 





. he says vigorous argumentation is a necessary 
to the settlement of any controversy because it brings out all the angles and at the same time gives 
. . but in the final analysis, quiet deliberation, with a dash of diplo- 


Pacific Alaska Airways: Fair- 
banks and Juneau, via White- 
horse, with flag stops at Tanana 
Crossing and Burwash Landing. 

Fairbanks and Nome with flag 











It’s Heredity, Our 
Forefathers Were 
Seafaring Men 


By PILOT H. W. SHERIDAN 
Council No. 39—AA 
Chicago, Ill. 

(Continued from last issue.) 

In looking over the August 
newsletter, I note the words: “... 
issued for the purpose of framing 
the pilots.” The words should 
have read: ‘“... which have the 
effect of framing the pilot.”” The 





ing to the ground, with flames 
streaming out behind. 

With death peeking over their 
shoulders, the pilot and co-pilot re- 
mained at the controls as the 
flames from the burning wing 
lapped towards the cabin. 

With landing gear retracted, the 
ship was brought to the earth al- 
most without a jar in a cotton 
field even though it was night 
time. 

Flight Steward Frank Gibbs 
stood by the doorway, and as the 
plane skidded to a stop, he threw 
open the door and the passengers 
streamed to safety. A moment 
later, two minor explosions has- 
tened destruction of the plane. 


Hissong said that a damaged 
propeller probably caused vibra- 
tion of the motor in a way to start 
the fire. He refused to take any 
credit for the heroic act, stating 
that he had merely done what any 
other pilot would have done under 
the circumstances. 

Medals were presented to all 
three members of the crew by Mr. 
Connolly, representing Mr. William 
Randolph Hearst, long a staunch 
friend of the air line pilots, at a 
banquet in their honor. 


GREGG 


Officials of the Civil Aeronautics 
Authority during its meeting Sept. 
16 joined in a common expression 
of keen regret over the death of 
Dr. Willis R. Gregg, late Chief of 
the United States Weather Bureau, 
who died Sept. 14, following an 
illness in Chicago where he was 
stricken during a meeting of the 
Authority with the air transport 
industry. 

Chairman Edward J. Noble, 
speaking for the Authority, said 
that in Dr. Gregg’s death, aviation 
has: lost one of its most valuable 
servants and staunchest allies. As 
chief weather man for aviation, 
Dr. Gregg was one of its most 
widely known figures, and one 
whose work was most valuable. 
The Authority feels his loss par- 
ticularly, Chairman Noble said, 
because it had looked forward to a 
close association with him in its 
work. 











words as printed were obviously 
|incompatible with the objectives 
|of the corporations, for at least 
| one very good reason. In case of 
an accident, if counsel for the 
damaged interests could show that 
the alleged negligence had been 
prepared for in advance through 
orders which experts could explain 
from the stand, then the financial 
responsibility, at least, of the de- 
fending company would be estab- 
lished. 

There Are a Few Little Difficulties 


orders which do, in effect, frame 
the pilot. Among these are cer- 
tain gems, mounted, you might 
say, in clusters. An order cluster 
consists of orders of a nature so 
that compliance with any one of 
the orders compels violation of the 
other orders. 


informal pilots’ meeting. 

We had written orders that cov- 
ered the procedure at Newark un- 
der blind weather conditions. One 
order provided that after taking 
off to proceed northwest or west 
(the two main routes), that the 
pilot would remain under one 
thousand feet for three minutes. 


in complying with such an order. 
One of the difficulties which 
strikes the pilot the hardest (or 
would if we were fools enough to 


steadily in that direction, and in 
BELOW which we are ordered to 
fly. Only one minute away is a 
construction which is above seven 
order also commands us to violate 
government regulations prescrib- 
ing that except for the part ac- 
tually in landing and take off, the 


shall maintain at least a thousand 


point in the nearby terrain. 
In Line With Tradition 


was issued is pretty clear. 


tion at two thousand feet. 


We have a very large number of | 


In self-defense I} 
will cite just one example, an ex- | 
ample that was brought up in an| 


There are a few little difficulties | 


comply) is the terrain which rises | 


several places is above the altitude | 


hundred feet above sea level. This | 


pilot flying blind on instruments 


feet clearance above the highest 


The reason why the first order 
Planes 
flying blind toward Newark for a 
blind approach are, one by one in 
turn, permitted to cross the sta- 
If the 
lowest one was kept at four thon- 
sand feet they couldn’t stack up 








(Continued on Page 4, Col. 5) 


STRICKEN FROM 
THE RECORD 


| At a hearing before the De- 
‘partment of Labor, during which 
|strenuous objections were being 
| voiced against low paid labor be- 
ing employed in the building of 
aircraft, J. M. Rogers, vice-presi- 
|dent of Douglas aircraft, pointed 
| out that a large percentage of ac- 
cidents is due to “pilot error,” 
which remark was ruled out of 
order and stricken from the rec- 
ord. 


Apparently everyone is in 
agreement that we’ve all heard 
|enough about “pilot error,“ which 
is based almost entirely on suppo- | 
sition .. . and to say that a dead 
pilot erred is to place the blame 
against someone who cannot come 
back and defend himself by 
stating what really happened. In 
other words, dead men tell no| 
tales. But is it fair? 











‘Portland Boasts — 


Of Two Fields 


By PILOT RICHARD THORNTON 
Council No. 5—UAL 
Portland, Ore. 














Portland, like Chicago, can now | 
boast of two fine airports. 
difference is that there is a whole | 


railroad. The new one is called 


Columbia Airport. 
| de luxe and spacious. In fact, it | 


| | proval—then they put “I” on the 


is one of our very best alternates. 


Council No. 5 welcomes Captain 
Frank Anderline who is recently 


|transferred to Portland from Se-| 


| attle. 

Congratulations to First Officer 
| “Bud” Rehnstrom on becoming the 
pappy of a bouncing baby girl this 
month. 


| Congratulations are in order to 
| Hi Broiles, too. He has gone and 
| got himself engaged. 

How fine it would be for every- 
one concerned if, when a pilot’s 
“day on the carpet’? comes, he 
could enjoy the privilege of nam- 
ing three unbiased pilots to repre- 
sent him at a meeting with his em- 
ployers. Not only would he have 
the satisfaction of knowing that 
he had had a fair and square deal, 
but those not directly involved 
would be spared that unpleasant 
itch that comes of too much rumor 
and not enough fact. 


Bob Brady says he has a wife, 
two kids, and a dog. If some- 
body’ll just give him a camera for 
Xmas he’ll be a SOLID CITIZEN. 








es === |stops at Ruby, Tanana, Nulato 
Pil J }and Golovin. 

1lot Joe | Fairbanks and Bethel with flag 

. | stops at McGrath, Flat, Lake 

Ziltz— | Minchymina, Medfra, Tocotna, 

|Ophir, Stony River, Sleitmute, 


Crooked Creek, Napaimut, Aniak, 
Kalskag, and Akiak. 
October 25, before Examiner A. 


You’re Fired 


By PILOT A. W. STAINBACK | 


G. Nye. 
U. A. L., Burbank, if. 
urbenk, Calif Marquette Airlines: St. Louis 
The way it happened, there were |t®, Detroit, via Greenville, Il, 





Vincennes, Ind., Cincinnati, Day- 
ton, Findlay and Toledo, Ohio. 
October 26, before Examiner F. 


five men sitting around a table in 
the airport restaurant. The food, 
as always, was terrible. The con- * 
versation, as usual, was as catho- | W. Brown. 

lie as a tomcat’s interests. Every-| Delta Air Corporation: Charles- 
body had expressed amazement at|ton, S. C., to Forth Worth, via 
the way airport restaurants had {Columbia, Augusta, Atlanta, Bir- 
of making menus.so uninteresting, |™ingham, Meridian, Jackson, 
food so bad, and prices so high.| Monroe, Shreveport, Tyler, and 
Everybody wondered at the gift of Dallas. 

George Douglass for making his (a) Each air carrier engaged 





conversation so lewd and so color- 
ful. Everybody told his most ex- 
citing story of flying, complete | 
with all the little details to prove | 
that he was quite the most dar-| 


;ing and the best pilot that ever | 


happened. Finally it got around 

to the CAA. 

The “Con” Side of the CAA | 
“The new setup is worse than | 

the old,” said the Charter Opera- | 


in regularly scheduled interstate 
air transportation within the con- 
tinental limits of the United States 
and each air carrier engaged in 
regularly scheduled operations 
within the territory of Hawaii 
shall make monthly financial and 
statistical reports to the Author- 
ity in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Monthly Financial 
Report and Operating Statistics 


tor. “They are regulating the lit-| (Form No. 2780) heretofore is- 
tle fellow, the private pilot and| Sued by the Post Office Depart- 
the fixed base operator, right out|™ent and which was prescribed 
of the sky. It was tough enough | by such Department to be used by 
to make a living at this racket |@omestie air mail carriers, and 


Only | but now we 


Costing over a, back and 
million dollars, it is modern and | 


| when we could fly anything we | 


pleased, at any time, any place; | 
have to have our| 
equipment approved, 


our ability | 
approved, our flight plans ap- 


city between ours instead of just a| proved, and when we get to where 


we started we have to teletype 
get our arrival ap- 
proved. If we want to do some| 
instructing we get everyboy’s ap-| 
weather report and we have to 
| wait for the weather to break and 
|the student to remember that he 
;}needs the money for something 
Two Saturdays ago I took 
Waco upstate to a county| 
fair, figuring to make a few dollars | 
hopping passengers. It was over- | 
cast here and ATC held me for'| 
two hours while half a dozen} 
transports came in and out; when | 
I finally got to where I was going, | 
business was pretty good but they | 
had traffic control there too. They | 
made us land and take off in turn | 
so that half the time we were giv- | 
ing fifteen-minute rides for two | 
bucks and I just about broke even 
on the day. We are regulated to | 
death. Let them pick on the 
scheduled air lines; they need it. 
We little fellows can always pick 
our own time to go, and our own 
weather to fly. We’re not going 
to get in anybody’s way if we can 
help it, and we’re most certainly 
not going out and kill ourselves 
deliberately.” 
“Pro” By the Newspaper Man 


| else. 
the 





such report form is hereby adopted 
av the Authority for such pur- 
poses until further action by the 
Authority. 

(b) Each other ait carrier en- 
gaged in regularly scheduled air 
transportation (not including, 
however, foreign air carriers) shall 
make its reports with respect to 
such matters in accordance with 
the provisions of the Monthly Re- 
port—Financial and Operating 
Statistics (Form No. 2380) here- 
tofore issued by the Post Office 
Department, and such report form 
is hereby adopted by the Author- 
ity for such purposes until fur- 
ther action by the Authority. 

Whenever the above-mentioned 
forms refer to the Postmaster 
General, the United States Post 
Office Department, or anv division 
or section thereof, they shall here- 
after be deemed to refer to the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority. 


Braniff Slashes 


Air Fares 





Further reduction in fares on 
the Braniff Airways. was an- 
nounced today by Bonham Fox, 
city traffic manager. Fares to all 
points in Oklahoma, Missouri, and 
Texas will be cut approximately 
12 per cent. The new rate 
slashes resulted from the increase 
in business due to another recent 





“Nuts!” said the Newspaper 
| (Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 





cut in fares between Chicago and 
Kansas City. The new rates are 
effective September 25. 





Four 


THE AIR LINE PILOT 


October, 1938 








Stainback— 


(Continued from’ Page 3) 
Man, and if he’d been Myrna Loy 
the Airline Pilot would have kissed 
him, or wanted to. “The ceiling 
here at Oakland was five hundred 
feet or less ’til twenty minutes 
before you took off. You can’t fly 
instruments even if that Waco 
had ’em, which it hasn’t. I cov- 
ered that fair and the air show 
you went to that week-end and if 
it was regulated I'll walk from 
now on, thank you. Ships of all 
descriptions were landing and tak- 
ing off three and four at a time, 
jockeying for position and cutting 
corners like the bang-tails at Tia 
Juana. One outfit was flying pas- 
sengers with a crop-duster, the 
customers packed into the sulphur- 
hopper. Out of one four-passen- 
ger ship, five people climbed, all 
hilarious, the pilot singing lustily 
and weaving on his feet. There 
was a CAA inspector on the field, 
at least his ship was, but there 
were two fatal accidents at that 
field that day and my paper car- 
ried the stories of six others oc- 
curring to small ships in the same 
period, one of them a mid-air col- 
lision. The next day airport man- 
agers of three states dispatched a 
dozen ships to look for a private 
pilot—he was an airport manager, 
too!—who turned up twenty-four 
hours overdue with the bland an- 
nouncement that he’d just landed | 
at another town for the night and | 
didn’t think anybody would be} 
worried about it!” | 

“You guys may be over-regu- | 
lated, but those regulations are | 
not over-enforced.” | 


“The Company’s Out to Get Me” 
I may be as crazy as most of | 
you think, but somehow I never | 
am able to work up any peewee 
astic agreement with those breth- | 
ren who go about with curdled ex- | 
pressions, radiating a mixture ea 
defiance and despair, shouting a 
rallying cry (they hope): “the! 
company’s out to get me.” It’s| 
hard for my mind to frame and| 
hold a picture of thousands of | 
stockholders lead by a choir of | 
directors in cutaways and high} 
silk hats, 
corridor of minor executives | 
shouting in unison and a deep cor-| 
porate voice, “Pilot Ziltz, we_| 
don’t like the way you part your} 
hair. You’re fired!’ Not when it 
will cost those same stockholders | 
and directors ten or fifteen thou- | 
sand dollars to train a man to re-| 
place Pilot Ziltz. | 
Don’t get me wrong, though. | 
Don’t get the idea that Doc Stain- | 
back has diagnosed the pains of | 
the pilot body and found them 
imaginary. I’ve been in this busi- 
ness too long not to have had a 
brush or two with favoritism and 
injustice. My point is that neither | 
of these things is, or can be, the | 
policy of any organization. Self- 
interest alone would prevent direc- 
tor-executives from setting up 
such a policy. All we have to do 
is set up machinery for getting 
over or around certain minor 
bosses who have not yet grown up 
to fit their jobs; who have not dis- 
covered that the exercise of preju- 
dice and petty jealousies is a poor 
way to help themselves along. 
We have already made a good | 
start in this direction. Next time 
I get behind the eight-ball (it 
won’t be long, if I don’t learn to 
keep my mouth shut and this type- 
writer quiet), if there is any 
question of my ability as a pilot 
I'll take a check with a committee 
of almost any holders of Air Line 
Certificates of Competency and 
abide by their verdict.I believe 
that when high company officials 
realize that this is our attitude, 
and that we will be as fair with 
them as with each other, they will 
insist that a pilot board be con- 
sulted in settling any question of 
discipline. If they don’t, then we 
will—for their sake and our own. 
Military Note 
Since late October Little Pink 
has felt better about the security 
of the country. West Coast 
papers announced with great re- 
lief that his side-kick, UAL First 
Officer C. C. Bridgman, had been 
appointed 2nd Lieutenant, Air 








looking down a long) 





PILOTS TESTIFY ON NEW 
CIVIL AIR LEGISLATION 





| equipment, radio, and so forth, and all airway 





Corps Reserve. 








STATEMENT OF DAVID L. BEHNCKE 
President, Air Line Pilots Association 
(Continued from September issue—7th installment) 


Mr. Behncke: So as to fully explain just what was in our minds 
when we created the air safety board provisions, I would like to briefly 
run through these provisions and show you just how the Safety Board 
is set up and how it is intended to function. 

Mr. Bulwinkle: That part is in the proposed bill now, is it not? 

Mr. Behncke: That is right, except that the safety board provi- 
sions that we are now submitting are a little bit more in detail. It 
does the same thing, except that we spelled the various things out in 
writing to a little greater extent than they are spelled out in the ‘bill 
you are now considering. 

With your permission I will now explain the provisions of the 
safety board that the pilots are proposing. 


(a) There shall be established within the Bureau of Air Transport an 
Air Safety Board which shall report to the Authority. Such Board shall 
consist of five members to be appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate; one member shall be an attorney at law; 
one shall be an expert in the design, construction, and maintenance of air- 
craft and aircraft equipment, propellers, and appliances; one shall be an 
expert in the design, construction, and maintenance of aircraft engines, 
equipment, and appliances thereof; one shall be an expert in the design, 
constuction, maintenance, and operation of communication equipment and 
other aids and facilities for air navigation; and one shall be a person who 
(1) at the time of his appointment holds an air-line pilot's license of the 
nighest class; (2) has engaged in regularly scheduled air-line flying within 
six months prior to the date of his appointment; (3) has flown not less 
than 5,000 hours in regularly scheduled air-line flying; (4) possesses a prac- 
tical knowledge of construction, maintenance, and operation of aircraft, 
aircraft engines, communication equipment, or for one year prior thereto 
has not been, employed by any air carrier as an air-line executive or chief 
pilot_of any class or status. 

Each member of the Board shall be a citizen of the United States and 
shall continue in otfice as designated by the President at the time of nom- 
ination until the last day of the second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth cal- 
endar years, respectively, following the passage of this Act, but their suc- 
cessors shall be appointed for terms of six years, except that any person 
appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for 
which his predecessor was appointed shall be appointed only for the re- 
mainder of such term. The Board shall annually elect one of its members 
as Chairman of the Board. Each member of the Board shall receive a 
salary of $7,500 per annum. Any member may be removed by the Presi- 
dent for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office. * 


Is It Safe? 

Now, the underlying and basic fundamentals that we had in mind 
when we suggested the air-safety board set-up was the concentration 
of responsibility for safety in one place. In other words this board 
that we are suggesting would be made up of experts from the tech- 
nical, engineering, and theoretical side as well as a thoroughly experi- 
enced air-line pilot employed flying regularly on an air line at the 
time of appointment to represent the practical side and that board wiil 
have nothing whatever to do but to concern itself with the question, 

In this business of ours we are travelling so fast that we must 
watch the safety angles very carefully, because things are constantly 
changing. For example, we have an accident and we are all sorry, 
but nevertheless it has happened, and if the safety angles had been 
properly studied beforehand it probably could have been avoided. 

think the air safety board would be a very fine thing and I think 


| it will increase safety to a degree that would surprise all of us. It | “Allied Federation of Labor.” The 
| court affirmed the decision of the 


has to do solely with the vital problem of protecting human life in the 


‘air. In other words all the very vital problems of safety would be 


concentrated in one place and that is in this air safety board. 
History In the Making 
We, as you will note, provide in our suggested air safety board 
provisions for an expert on airplane design and structural strength, 


design, and appliances; we provide an expert on communications! 


propellers and appliances. 


know all about the things we have on the air lines to aid us in our 
flight. And then we do not leave off there, we bring in a man right 
from the line, a man who will know the practical side of the problems 
of air safety, a pilot, not a chief pilot, not an official, but a man actu- 
ally flying the line and who will actually know what the air-safety 


situation is and is thoroughly experienced in all of the actual things | 
Under the provisions we are propos- | 


that have to do with air safety. 
ing such a man will be appointed on the safety board. 

This board will have nothing to do but investigate accidents and 
study safety with the view of making air transportation safer. 

Foresight Instead of Hindsight 

Another thing is very important which we should not forget and 
that is weight has a lot to do with it. In building an airplane the 
amount of weight you put in the basic structure is very important. 

you build it too heavy you naturally reduce the pay load. There- 
fore there is a natural tendency to build planes as light as possible. 
Possibly too light, and this is one of the things that the safety board 
will have to constantly watch. On a railroad locomotive, for instance, 
you do not care whether you put a couple more hundred pounds in a 
beam, but in airplane construction it is different. The whole problem 
of safety must constantly be watched very closely, not by a lot of 
people, but by some definite agency that has the responsibility of safe- 
ty in the air. 

Our air-line crash record in this country is nothing to be proud of 
and it goes on and on as you can see by the record I have just handed 
you. I feel we must do something to stop it. 

Selfish .. . With Our Lives 

We ourselves have a selfish interest. Our own members are 
affected.. We have been losing a lot of them in all these terrible 
crashes. I think this safety-board idea is a good thing. It is some- 
thing that has never been done. It may, for that reason, seem a little 
bit strange, but I think no matter what the agency is that finally reg- 
ulates air transportation, whether it be an authority or a commission, 
safety should be concentrated in one place and the responsibility 
should be placed in one place, and that is what we have tried to do in 
this safety-board provision that we have proposed to you. 

Of course, you gentlemen probably have ideas about what should 
be done to increase air safety, but this is what we are suggesting and 
we are confident it will result in a much greater degree of safety in 
air travel. 

Mr. Sadowski: 
forced now? 

Mr. Behncke: That has been one of our principal troubles with 
the present set-up—enforcement has been lacking. Of course, this 
suggested safety board is not an enforcing agency. 

Mr. Sadowski: Do they make provision now for the inspection of 
planes and equipment? 

Mr. Behncke: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sadowski: And planes that are definitely unfit for travel are 
forbidden to be used, are they not? 

Room for Improvement 

Mr. Behncke: Well, that is the way it is supposed to work out, 
but judging from our accident record there is much room for im- 
provement. 

Mr. Sadowski: If you did have this new bureau here and these 
new safety provisions, in what way would that be an improvement 
over the present regulation? That is, for examination of planes. 

Mr. Behncke: It would be a great help even in the present set-up 
under the Department of Commerce, because the Air Safety Board 
would be established within the Bureau of Air Commerce and would 
be responsible for safety. 

Mr. Sadowski: You provide for an engineer, but that one engineer 
could not make the inspections. He would have to have a lot of men 
working under him, would he not? 4 


(Continued on Page 6, Cols. 3 and 4) 


To what extent are safety regulations being en- 











pany union’s request for incorpor- 
ation and won a smashing victory 


Against Company 





| in the courts. 


| livered the opinion of the court in 
| a suit to compel Secretary of State 


| should be granted. 


We provide an expert on motors, motor | cision will be the encouragement 
aids, a man who will) of legitimate organizations of la- 


|able that the charters heretofore 





SCORES VICTORY | 


Atty, Daniel Carmell 


The assistant attorney general 
and attorney for the Air Line Pi- 
lots Association, fought a com- 


in a recent court decision. 





Carmell Victor 


Unions 


A ruling of the Appellate Court 
of Illinois against incorporation of 
company unions to defeat legiti- 
mate labor was a smashing victory 
for Assistant Attorney General 
Daniel D. Carmell, who was as- 
signed by the state to fight the case 


Presiding Justice McSurely de- 
Hughes to issue a charter to the 


Circuit Court that no charter 


Will Encourage Organization 
of Legitimate Unions 


The expected effect of this de- 


bor into proper unions. It is prob- 
issued by the state will be with- 
drawn. 

Labor leaders declared that in 
many instances employers encour- 
aged foremen and supervisors to 
secure a charter for a company 
union from the state for $10. 

The new “union” would then 
parade the charter before the em- 
ployees and the public to show 
they were a real union. 


“Union”? Would Make No Effort 
to Better Wages Or Hours 

The so-called union would then | 
make no effort to secure better 
wages, shorter hours or improved 
working conditions, leaving the 
workers without a proper bargain- 
ing agent as called for in the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Act. 

Attorney General Otto Kerner, 
of Illinois, advised the Secretary 
of State recently that he was with- 
out authority to issue such char- 
ters, consequently the practice 
was stopped. 

Carmell asserted that in many 
cases, these small groups were 
“just plain racketeers.”’ Both 
AFL and CIO unions have lost la- 
bor board elections to such groups. 
Rehearings may be requested in 
these cases in Illinois, on the 
ground that the winning union 
does not legally exist. 


AFL Has Always Opposed 
Incorporation of Such Unions 

Incorporation of such trade 
unions has always been opposed 
by the AFL who maintains that 
incorporation restricts trade union 
activities leading to improved 
working conditions. 

Attorney Daniel D. Carmell is 
the chief counsel for the Air Line 
Pilots Association and has handled 
all of the legal problems of the 
pilots for the past several years. 
He is a noted labor lawyer and 
has had many years of practical 
experience in the creation and en- 
forcement of labor legislation. In 
addition to his other accomplish- 
ments, he teaches law at North- 


| derwater pinnacles. 
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(Continued from Page 3) 
planes over Newark any more and 
that would be bad. The arriving 
planes, being at two thousand feet, 
and the leaving planes would get 
near each other. All of this is 
primarily the fault of the situation, 
but, it is plainly seen who is put 
on the spot—in line with tradition. 
If anything happens, the pilot con- 
cerned violated an order for the 
very good reason that he is framed 
in and can’t help but violate the 
order. 

There are some very bad results. 
Some pilots comply as nearly as 
they can, thus endangering their 
ships by coming too close to ob- 
structions and the ground itself. 
Some pilots take a chance on col- 
lision with the other airplane. But 
all pilots are compelled to regular- 
ly violate orders, and while this 
compulsion does not necessarily 
bring about contempt of orders 
(although Jackson says it does in 
the realm of law) it does generate 
the habit of non-compliance with 
orders as a whole. All the pilots 
ask is orders that they can comply 
with and be safe. 

Less Majesty—More Safety 


By kindly people who are inter- - 


ested in me (probably creditors) 
I have been warned that revealing 
artificial and unnecessary dangers 
to air travel will cause me all 
kinds of trouble; it is, in a word, 
lese majesty. Well, I am in favor 
of a little less majesty and a little 
more safety. 

Now we get orders reciting that 
some planes have been sighted low 
over Newark (ye gods!) and if the 
thing is not stopped the boss so 
very reluctantly will be forced to 
apply the necessary discipline. I 
can say this in defense of the 
fliers — it’s heredity. You see, 
many of our forefathers were sea- 
faring men who, when life at sea 
became at times too safe and 
monotonous, were wont to take 
their vessels into shoal water and 
gambol among the reefs and un- 
Like father, 
like son. There is nothing that so 
settles the nerves of an air line 
pilot as to go flitting about at low 
altitude with his wings going 
“Bong, bong,” against the etho- 
lithic protuberances of the modern 
cliff dweller. The most fun is a 
church steeple. Quick and deft 
action of the ailerons will hook a 
wing on the iron point of the spire, 
whereupon the airliner will whirl 
around a few times and then go 
scooting off in a novel and excit- 
ing direction. Ah, yes, when the 
air line captain takes off north- 
west at Newark with a full load 
under normal (putrid) visibility 
and turns a little to the left to 
miss an -unlighted smoke stack 
which he can’t clear, and hopes he 
hasn’t turned so much to the left 
that he hits some high wires which 
he can’t clear either, and none of 
his blind flying instruments are 
any good because the gyros have 
not had time to wind up as yet, 
and the air pressure instruments 
such as the climb indicator are af- 
fected by the acceleration, the e. i. 
reading “going down” when he is 
climbing all that is safe, and if 
he tips the nose a bit less he 
won't get over his obstructions 
even if he has guessed his turn 
pretty well, and if he tips it a bit 
higher he will stall and flop, it is at 
such times, indeed, that the cap- 
tain begins to feel the growth of 
an insistent yearning to flick the 
buildings of a city. And, being 
human, how he loves to get recog- 
nition, how it builds up his morale, 
to get a series of orders threaten- 
ing him with discipline when he 
was only being playful. 

Ask the Psychiatrist 

However, people do report air- 
liners as being low over cities, es- 
pecially if the propellers are cavi- 
tating, making that roaring noise. 
Strangely, they don’t write letters 
about a truck which passes much 
more closely and makes even more 
noise, considering the proximity 
of the trucks. Why, then, do they 
complain about airplanes? It is 
well understood by the psychia- 
trists. I talked to one who is the 
head of his department in an east- 
ern university. He said that the 
mechanism consists first in the 
general human desire to fly, an 





western University. 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 








Every Cloud 
Must Have A 
Silver Lining 


By PILOT G. R. SHOEMAKER 
Council No. 22—A. A. 
Newark, N. J. 


The negotiations committee 
seems to have accomplished a 
splendid job, and their work is 
much appreciated here at Newark. 
I guess pouring our dues in will 
help square matters all around. I 
understand the Association will not 
be furnishing crying towels for at 
least a year. 

A hurricane blew up our way 
and blew a pot full of silver into 
everybody’s lap. The wind also 
blew a lot of the boys into the 
left-handed seat. Shoff, Luna, 
Bidwell, and Cooper are doing a 
good job of looking like Captains. 
It does queer tricks to them, 
though, this looking like Captains. 
I overheard Shoff complaining to 
Goeringer at Boston that he did 
not wake Shoff up to make the 
landing. 

This Changing Weather 

There’s a good program com- 
ing in on 5250.30 KC about nine 
o’clock when the boys are congre- 
gating over Albany. It was one 
of those mornings when the 
weather guessing bureau gives 
you “unlimited” until you make a 
pass at him and then he gives 
“300.” Then as you turn and run 
he gives unlimited and goes back 
in his hole or wherever it is that 
he goes. Anyway, Fred Clark said 
he was contact when he was told 
to hold 3,000. The Indian hunter 
Dan Boone was pretty mad be- 
cause he was getting dizzy ’way 
up at 5,000 milling around in the 
CAVU. Prince Hamer joined in 
by saying “Everything fine” at 
6,500 on his way to Newark with 
his cargo of Schick razors from 
Montreal. But the golfing cowboy 
was at 600 feet. He made a cou- 
ple of passes like he picked up 
from that gal in Rochester, “but 
he didn’t see nothin’ or feel noth- 
in’.”” So Auggie requested 5,000 
so he could see the field too. Oh, 
yes, something new every day. 
Cruising Along 

Shipley was in the Army learn- 
ing to fly four motored bombers. 
He said he could fly Stinsons. 
That got him in—and out. 

O. J. Brown does not look so 
much like a copilot now that he 
drives a Plymouth to work instead 
of that big Cord. 


The Door Bell 
Rings and BANG 


By S. T. SHOFF 
Council No. 22—AA 
Newark, N. J. 





Here 1 am on the 28th of the 
month counting up my time and 
chuckling to myself over the cou- 
ple of days I thought I was going 
to have off. The door bell rings 
and bang, this guy Behncke drops 
a special delivery in my lap that 
I ain’t produced the monthly scrib- 
ble. 

Needless to say, everyone was 
very much happy to learn the con- 
tract had been finally agreed upon. 
As far as I can learn, it has been 
almost unanimously approved with 
the exception of two points. The 
committee is in session now in 
Chicago to finish it up. 

It seems we’re going back to 
last winter’s weather limitations, 
which fact has also met with 
hearty approval. What with 
everything sailing along so smooth- 
ly it would certainly be a shame to 
spoil it by pressing a little this 
winter. I know what pressing 
does to my already lousy golf 
game, and when I press, it only 
costs me 10 cents a hole! 

The main reason I didn’t at- 
tempt to write this before was the 
woeful lack of news. One look at 
this mess and I see I’m still right. 
But, anyway, the intentions are 
good. 


Sheridan— 


(Continued from Page 4) 
innate urge to escape the fetters of 
gravity, which was expressed even 
in the symbols of antiquity. Some 
people are afraid to fly; some of 
these suppress an awareness of 
their fear, which then becomes an 
inferiority-fear complex. The com- 
plex is activated when an airplane 
forces itself upon the subject’s at- 
tention, and the result is resent- 
ment without the subject’s being 
at all cognizant of the cause there- 
of. Whereupon he rationalizes by 
finding an excuse for his emotion: 
“The airplane almost hit the top 
of my house.” 

Not to Be Worried About 

Fortunately, gentlemen, you are 
professional people, especially pro- 
tected under American law. Any- 
one whosoever is guilty of any 
act which adversely affects your 
professional standing is liable in 
the courts. You owe a duty to 
your fellow pilots to file suit for 
damages against anyone lending 
himself to this nefarious and anti- 
social practice. It is one thing to 
report a pilot and it is quite an- 
other to prove it in. our courts, as 
I discovered to my delight. Since 
ample precedent has been estab- 
lished, I am not talking through 
my guesser. You might ask Capt. 
Stephan who knows of a case in- 
volving a millionaire who even 
hired a firm of surveyors, and who 
yet was forced to make a settle- 
ment out of court lest an even 
larger part of his fortune be de- 
livered by the jury. So don’t let 
this thing be still another worry 
which will lend its weight to the 
other worries, which, in the end, 
cause the pilot to make that little 
mistake that costs air transport so 
dearly. 

Airline safety is going up and 
railroad safety is going down, so 
say the statistics, but the people 
don’t read the statistics, they read 
the headlines. The air lines are 
not in competition one with each 
other so much as they are in com- 
petition with the Styx Rapid Tran- 
sit outfit. 

The Value of Morale 

If I were a general in a war I 
would look to the morale of my 
troops. 
neither side is whipped until mor- 
ale is lost. The government of 
Spain even against tremendous 
odds has not yet been licked, al- 
though having little else but mor- 
ale. The whole world couldn’t 
lick the German army until the 
morale of the people behind it 
broke. An airline going into win- 
ter is like an army going into a 
campaign. Anyone can predict, 
and some have, the coming safety 
record by feeling out the morale 
of the people who are operating 
the airplanes. American has a 
fine safety record so far. 

While it is rhetorically necessary 
to speak of the management and 
the pilots as though they were dif- 
ferent groups fundamentally, the 
fact that they are not should not 
be lost sight of by anyone con- 
cerned. They are both employes, 
employes of the owners. Except 
for the item of pay, the objectives 
of all the employes are necessarily 
the same. Apparent contentions 
arise, and can arise, only from a 
lack of understanding. The pilots 
want security in order to have 
freedom from worry that they may 
do a safe job. 

American Airlines is our life. 
We want the best possible life. 

Don’t shoot, I’ll go. 








No reductions in schedules as 
yet and business stays good. I, 
for one, believe that the public ac- 
cepts the reduction of schedules 
as a hint to reduce their flying. 
Psychology is a peculiar thing and 
the flying public is a little smarter 
than the average traveller. He 
calls up for a reservation on his 
favorite trip to Podunk and is in- 
formed that this particular flight 
has been deleted due to curtailed 
winter operations. Ah ha! sez he, 
if Squee Gee Airlines is going to 
cut down on their trips, they must 
know their business, so I guess 
I'll go back to riding Mr. Pullman 
till it gets warm again. 

We hope he doesn’t do that this 
year. 

Well, the phone’s ringing, — 
looks like I’ll be off to Boston in 





a cloud of smoke—see you soon. 


With Japan and China, | 





PILOTS TESTIFY ON NEW 





CIVIL AIR LEGISLATION 


(Continued from Page 4) 

Mr. Behncke: Well, you see, the members of the Air Safety Board 
will be more or less in an advisory capacity. They would not actu- 
ally make the inspections in the sense that you suggest. They would 
make extensive studies of air-line safety and investigate accidents 
with a view of preventing accidents. In other words, foresight insteaa 


of hindsight. 
10 Die In O. K.’d Plane 

Now, for example, we recently had a fatal accident on the air lines 
when a plane had a structural failure. This plane had been O. K.’d, 
received an approved-type certificate, was put on a line carrying 
human cargo, and then the tail failed structurally. It had a struc- 
tural failure, fell, and killed 10 people. 

I am of the opinion that the problems of safety should be con- 
centrated in one place and a definite and scientific study should be 
made of all of its phases with the one idea, “Prevent accidents.” 

Mr. Sadowski: Taking your own example, how could they have 
detected the weakness of this tail, which was constructed imperfectly? 
I mean, under the new set-up, how could they have detected that? 

Mr. Behncke: Their duty would have been to watch the engineer- 
ing and to see to it that nothing was approved that was not up to 
certain definitely established and proven standards. 

Mr. Sadowski: Do you mean this new Bureau would have a man 
there to check the plane and check all parts of it before it was per- 


mitted to go up? 
Watchdogs of Safety 

Mr. Behncke: Their duty would be to check the engineering data, 
watch construction, and make sure that proper material was being 
used and that there was no dangerous departure from standard 
engineering practices and constructing methods, and that everything 
was safe. 

Mr. Sadowski: 








How would you watch that, in construction? 

Mr. Behncke: Do you mean to have men in the factories? 

Mr. Sadowski: Yes. 

Mr. Behncke: Well, in my opinion, the Safety Board would watch 
the engineering and construction all the way through right up to 
where the planes would be placed in actual service. 


Mr. Sadowski: He would not be prepared to watch that in the 
factories. ; 
Mr. Behnecke: The Safety Board would have to watch everything 


close enough to make sure it was safe. In other words, it would be 
responsible for safeguarding safety by seeing to it that an airliner 
was safe when it went out and carried human cargo. 

Mr. Sadowski: I was going to say that this blueprint check-up 
does not look like a real means of knowing definitely that the plane 
is in good order. I do not see that it would be much of an improve- 
ment over what you have today. 


Concentrating the Responsibility 
Mr. Behncke: It would go deeper than field inspection. The 
Board would have to do more with the original design and estab- 
lished constructing practices. We would, I think, under this set-up, 
prevent experimental equipment from being put out on our air lines. 
The Safety Board would be a definite check on the Authortiy, or the 
Commission, on all matters having to do with safety, or whoever will 
finally have control of air transportation. In other words, it amounts 
to concentrating the responsibility for safety in one place. 
f I may be permitted to go on, I think maybe I can clear up the 
points in question as to just what this Board is supposed to do. 
The Board shall be charged with the following duties, and no member 


of the Board shall be assigned any duties in, or be connected with, any 
other section or unit of the Authority. 





In other words, what is happening at the present time is that the 
|airline regulations are being made and the regulating is being done by 
the same people that go out and investigate the accidents after they 
happen. In other words, the Safety Board members will have noth- 
ing to do with any of the actual work of the Authority itself. They 
will be strictly in the role of watchdogs having to do with air safety. 
In other words, they will not be investigating themselves when they 
go out to investigate accidents. Their duties will consist of the 
following: 
Duties of the Safety Board 


(1) To study safety in air transport and to collect information relative 
thereto, which may be disseminated as the Authority deems appropriate. 

(2) To make rules, regulations, and instructions, which shall be ap- 
proved by the Authority before they take effect, governine notification and 
report of accidents by air carriers subject to this part and investigation of 
accidents in air transport in the United States, its Territories and posses- 
sions, or on the high seas; to investigate and hold hearings respecting such 
accidents and to report to the Authority the facts, conditions, and circum- 
stances relating to each accident, and to make such recommendations as, 
in its opinion, will tend to prevent similar accidents in the future. Anv 
aircraft, aircraft engine, propeller, or appliance affected by, or involved 
in, an accident shall be preserved by the air carrier intact, so far as pos- 
sible, for such time as may be directed by the Authority, and shall not 
be removed from the scene of the accident until authorized by the Board. 
Reports of such accidents shall be made public in such form and manner 
as the Authority shall determine to be in the public interest. No report of 
the Air Safety Board, or of the Authority, of any investigation, nor any 
part of such report or reports, shall be admitted as evidence or used for 
any purpose in any suit or action for damages growing out of any matter 
mentioned in such report or reports. 

(3) To conduct hearings and investigations at the direction of the Au- 
thority, or on complaints filed with the Authority, on other matters per- 
taining to safety in air transport and the prevention of accidents, and to 
make such recommendations concerning the disposition of such investiga- 
tions or complaints as it deems proper in the interest of safety; and such 
other recommendations as, in its opinion, will tend to promote safety in air 
transport. 


Not Regulators, But Advisers 


That last paragraph just about tells the story. The Safety Board 
will investigate accidents and continually study the problems of air 
safety. They are not empowered to regulate, but they will have the 
ae to advise the Authority or Commission on the problems of air 
safety. 


(b) Each member of the Board shall have the same powers in respect 

of hearings and investigations conducted by the Board as the examiners, 
accountants, and mpeenene. or other employees of the Bureau. Clerical, 
technical, and such other assistance as may be needed by the Board in the 
performance of its duties shall be provided by the Bureau. Any member 
of the Board may employ temporary technical, stenographic, clerical, or 
other assistance in connection with field investigations of accidents. 
_ (c) The Board shall exercise its powers and duties in respect of inves- 
tigations and reports of accidents for the primary purpose of ascertaining 
what, if any, changes in laws, rules, regulations, standards, facilities, or 
operating practices can or should be made to reduce or eliminate the possi- 
bility of recurrence of similar accidents. 

(ad) The Authority shall, within the limits of appropriations made avail- 
able by Congress, (1) acauire for the use of the Air Safety Board modern 
aircraft similar to aircraft used or suitable for use in air transport, com- 
pletely equipped in such manner that they can be used in testing and 
checking every phase of flight operation and air navigation; and (2) obtain 
necessary space, facilities, and personnel for the storage, maintenance, 
operation, and navigation of such aircraft; and such aircraft shall be ac- 
p tar oo for the exclusive use of the Board in the performance of its official 
uties. 

_(e) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the operating and 
maintenance expense of any aircraft required under this section, all ex- 
penses incurred in the investigation of an accident. and all travel expense 
of the members and assistants of the Board shall be allowed upon the 
presentation of itemized vouchers therefor approved by the Chairman of 


the Board. 
Actual Tests Over the Air Lines 
In other words, the Air Safety Board will have airplanes of the 
same type used on the air lines fully equipped in the same way and to 
the same extent so that they can test all aids to air navigation, de- 
vices, and so forth, and if something new comes out, they can install 
these new devices on the Air Safety Board’s experimental planes and 





go out and run actual tests over the air lines. 
(Continued in next issue.) 
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Air Safety 
Conference 


(Continued from Page 5) 
control where airlines operate in 
close proximity to military air- 
ways or bases. 

10. Recommendations on revi- 
sions of the Civil Air Regulations 
as they pertain to pilots and their 
qualifications. 

11. Recommendations on basic 
and specialized training for both 
first and second pilots for service 
on present equipment and equip- 
ment of the future.” 

The Pilots’ Safety Campaign 
Takes Root 

After giving the foregoing a 
great deal of careful study, rec- 
ommendations were made direct 
to members of the Authority and 
Safety Board on each of the elev- 
en questions submitted. In addi- 
tion, the Authority and Safety 
Board invited the pilots to make 
any additional recommendations 
they wished not only having to do 
with the prevention of accidents 
during the coming bad weather 
season, but also, any other com- 
plaints or recommendations that 
might tend to increase safety in 
air transportation. In line with 
this, a great many more complaints 
and recommendations were filed 
with the Authority and Safety 
Board on the 14th. 

This was made possible because 
prior to the air safety conference 
in Chicago, questionnaires were 
sent to all councils and it was 
urgently requested that they make 
specific recommendations on the 
eleven points submitted to the As- 
sociation by the Air Safety Board 
and any other matters that they 
felt they wished to have action 
taken on in the interests of in- 
creasing air safety. Results were 
very gratifying inasmuch as the 
complaints and recommendations 
submitted by all of the councils 
numbered well into hundreds. 
First Meeting With Authority and 
Safety Board Ends Successfully 

Mr. Hester, the Administrator, 
Mr. Ryan, representing the Au- 
thority, and the members of the 
Safety Board were impressed with 
the direct and thorough way that 
the pilots brought all the safety 
problems to their attention, and 
they all promised that no stone 
would be left unturned in seeing 
that each recommendation re- 
ceived prompt and thorough ac- 
tion. All of the representatives 
of the new Authority and Safety 
Board spoke briefly at the open- 
ing of the meeting and made it 
very plain that it was their in- 
tention to see to it that the pilots 
be heard on all matters having to 
do with the creation or changing 
of regulations concerning safety. 

At the beginning of the meet- 
ing, President Behncke, represent- 
ing the pilots, said, “The air line 
piloting fraternity wishes to co- 
operate with the Administrator, 
the Authority, and the Air Safety 
Board in every possible wav. The 
pilots gathered at the safety con- 
ference represent all the air line 
pilots of America, flving not only 
within the continental boundaries 
of the United States. but also 
those flying to and through for- 
eign countries. It is commonly 
recognized that the American air 
line pilots represent one of the 
most highly qualified groups in the 
world. Their physical and mental 
qualifications are the highest. 
Their educational period does not 
stop when they go to work on an 
air line, but continues until the 
end of their careers. Regardless 
of all the rules and regulations 
that can be made, it should be re- 
membered that the pilots must 
still be the masters of their ships, 
therefore they have much to do 
with the future of this great new 
industry. esnecially its safety des- 
tinies. It is one matter to talk 
about increased safety, but it is 
entirelv another matter to actual- 
lv do something about it.” 

Close Liaison Established With 
the Men in the Cockpit 

Evervone in attendance was of 
the ovinion that the meeting was 
an outstanding success and would 
have a far-reaching effect to the 
end of greatly increasing air safe- 


~ (Continued on Page 8, Col. 4.) 
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| NEW BOOKS 











Dr. Carl Norcross 


‘Getting A Job 


In Aviation’ 








A frank, practical book has just 
been written by Dr. Carl Norcross 
about all kinds of jobs in aviation 
and how to get them. He describes 
all jobs in the field of aeronautics, 
what workers do, pay, 
conditions, opportunities, require- 
ments, and so forth; where to get 
the best kind of training and what 
it costs. An interesting chapter 
discusses the future of the aviation 
industry and forecasts the number 
of jobs available each year for the 
next several years. 

A Chapter About Line Pilots 

Chapter II deals with the work 
of air line pilots. Of this chapter, 
author Norcross says, “I tried to 
make it accurate, so that it would 


present a real picture of the situa-| eoyntered at any one of the sta- 


|tions, a conference should be held | 


tion. The other chapters on vari- 
ous phases of aeronautical activity 
received the same careful atten- 
tion. In each case I went to the 
men who ought to know the an- 
swers. The book is by no means 
a “come-on” for boys. For every 
type of job I have stressed the en- 
trance qualifications and the train- 
ing necessary.” 
We’ve All Been Interested in 
Getting a Job 

Because Norcross’ latest book, 
Getting a Job in Aviation, deals 
with a subject that we have all at 
one time been very much interest- 
ed in, and probably will be again, 
it should prove a very valuable 
addition to the aviation library of 
any one of us. 


‘Wings in the Night’ 


A new book, written by Willis 
Fitch, has just made its appear- 
ance, entitled Wings in the Night. 
Warbird Fitch was attached to the 
Royal Flying Corps during the 
World War, under direct com- 
mand of Mayor Fiorello H. La- 
Guardia of New York, and was 
one of the first twenty aviators 
to go to the Italian front. He was 
wounded in action and twice deco- 
rated by the Italian government. 
On the second of these occasions 
he was one of the distinguished 
group which included the Prince 
of Wales, Gabrielle d’Annunzio, 
and Mayor La Guardia. 

Exciting and Original 

This book is exciting and origi- 
nal. It brings out strongly the 
moral reaction, the religious sen- 
timent, and the patriotic fervor of 
the youths who left school and col- 
lege to throw themselves into the 
wrack of war. 

Whether you are young or old, 
pacifist or patriot, realist or ideal- 
ist, you will certainly be stirred, 
informed, and entertained by this 
Sincere and fast-moving tale of 
adventure. 

In the twenty years that have 
elapsed since the World War, the 
bombing activities are the most 
talked of, most feared, and most 
Spectacular branch of the military 
Service. Yet, curiously enough, 
Scarcely a word has been written 
about the bombers, although one 
bombing pilot with good aim can 
do more damage in one flight than 


a pursuit pilot can do in a hun- 
dred. 
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SKYWAY CONTROL PROBLEMS NUMEROUS 





(Continued from Page 1) 
parent shortly after this confer- 
ence convened that there was no 
shortage of such problems. This 
is not surprising, because air traf- 
fic control was first placed into 
actual operation at Newark dur- 
ing December, 1935. Now there 
are regular stations operating at 
Burbank, Calif.; Chicago, IIL; 
Cleveland, Ohio; Romulus, Mich.; 
Newark, N. J.; Oakland, Calif.; 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; and Arlington, 
Va. In November, 1938, there 
will be in operation, stations at 
Ft. Worth, Tex.; St. Louis, Mo.; 
and Salt Lake City, Utah, and in 
January, 1939, at Atlanta, Ga., 
and Kansas City, Mo. 


Frank Exchange of Suggestions 
and Complaints 

The line pilots were very frank 
in their criticisms and suggestions 
as to what was wrong with pres- 
ent methods of controlling air 
traffic and what should be done to 
improve the present traffic control 
network. The representatives of 
the Air Traffic Division were 
equally frank in acquainting the 
pilots with the many serious prob- 
lems that they have encountered 
since the inception of this new 
skyway control system. 


Association Head in Plea for 
Close Cooperation 


President Behncke, presiding on 
the pilots’ side of the table, made 
the point that in the past there 
had not been close enough cooper- 
ation between the pilots affected | 
by air traffic control, and air traf- | 
fic control officials who were in| 
charge of the various stations and 
also those who were in a super- 
visory position in Washington and 
elsewhere. He went on to suggest 
that whenever trouble was en- 





between the air traffic people and 
the pilots actually affected. This 
was agreed to, and everyone pres- 
ent felt that the meeting was very 
beneficial, especially from the 
point of view of establishing a 
close liaison between Air Traffic | 
and the pilots who are daily con-' 
trolled by this division of the new, 
Authority. 

Highlight Recommendations 

Many recommendations were 
made by the line pilots at the air 
traffic conference; in fact these 
were so numerous that space will 
not permit outlining them all here- 
in. A summary of the highlight 
recommendations follows: 

The pilots recommended that 
the Authority and Safety Board 
investigate the subject of air traf- 
fic control with a view toward re- 
vision of the present control sys- 
tem, so that it will be capable of 
handling the increasing amount of 
traffic with maximum efficiency 
from a safety point of view, espe- 
cially during periods of adverse 
weather, when traffic control is 
most needed. The pilots believe 
that they should be advised of the 
progress of this investigation and 
consulted before adoption of the 
final procedures. 








Authentic Adventure Narrative 
Here we have, for the first time, 
an authentic adventure narrative 
of what aerial warfare in the 
night is really like. From his first 
night solo flight at school in Fog- 
gia, Italy, when the author found 
himself flying upside down with- 
out knowing it, to the nightly 
thrills flying over the Alps, the 
Piave river, and the Adrian sea, re- 
peatedly escaping death from pur- 
suit ships and anti-aircraft guns, 
the reader is kept in a whirl of 
action. 
C. O. LaGuardia 


You will meet Mayor LaGuar- 
dia, who was then the author’s 
C. O., and learn that “I can’t take 
the buzzard off—I can’t land him 
—but I CAN FLY the son of a 
gun.” 

Because all of us know Mayor 
La-Guardia and because he is one 
of the principal characters in this 
new book, we are sure that 
“Wings in the Night” will prove 
interesting to all of us who fought 
in the last war and those of us 
who may have to fight in the next 


| ing aircraft shall give way. 








Pilots Against “Stacking” 

The pilots recommended that 
a definite attempt be made to 
eliminate the “stacking” of air- 
planes within a control zone dur- 
ing periods of instrument opera- 
tion, by clearing airplanes out of 
the station of last departure in 
orderly manner. 


The pilots recommended that 
the qualifications and training of 
air traffic control operators, rela- 
tive to flight operations, should be 
comparable to that of the air line 
pilots, and before being employed 
as controllers, they should be re- 
quired to pass written and practi- 
cal examinations in the various 
phases of air traffic control. 


The pilots recommended that no 
traffic control regulations be 
changed or adopted. until after a 
hearing at which representatives 
of the Air Line Pilots Association 
and the air line operating com- 
panies concerned have been heard. 


Proper Notification of New Or 
Changed Regulations Important 


The pilots recommended that 


regardless of existing air traffic || 


regulations or practices, overtak- 


The pilots recommended that 
notification of effective date of all 
new or changed traffic control reg- 
ulations as adopted be issued in 
the form of a supplement to ex- 
isting civil air regulations and 
mailed at least ten days before 
effective date to all pilots on the 
division or divisions affected. 


Babbitt— 


(Continued from Page 2) 

has had his office burn right out | 
from underneath him while in| 
flight. The other fuselage is still | 
laying out in New Mexico between | 
Las Vegas and Santa Fe. 
product of Tony Fokker’s, and at 
3,000, that banana crate lost no 
time in becoming one of the hot- 
test places in aviation. Dave had | 
no passengers aboard to save, so | 
he did the next best thing and at- | 
tempted to salvage all the mail. 
(His hands were burned from han- 
dling the hot padlocks.) Just be- 
fore the ship was 100 per cent| 
ablaze, Dave happened to think of | 
the company’s first new radio 
transmitter. So he ran up through 
the cabin, which was then hotter 
than a $3.00 pistol, and succeeded 
in disconnecting the transmitter. 
With the flames licking his whis- 
kers, he jumped from the cabin 
and ran clear with his latest flying 
aid. 


I’ll Bet My Interest in Hell 











I wasn’t aboard on this recent 
expert job of flying but I’ll bet my 
interest in Hell, (no small amount) 
that Dave handled his ship as non- 
chalantly as if he had been advised 
on the clearance “Plane will catch 
fire just after takeoff.” 


Bob Chew and I sent him a wire 
from New York, ‘Congratulations 
your stellar performance Eastern’s 
premier showing of ‘Too Hot to 
Handle’.” 


I haven’t seen the official report 
on the accident yet, but the only 
pilot error that I have heard—he 
forgot to put out one of those 
“captain’s bulletins” to his passen- 
gers (no asbestos paper aboard). 


. .. But I’m in the Company 


I hope the other air line boys 
won’t get the idea I’m trying to 
tell them how good we are. (Put- 
ting that we in there is something 
like one partner in a firm telling 
the other partner the predicament 
they now have their stenographer 
in.) I didn’t have anything to do 
with it, but I’m in the company. 


At the time this letter is off the 
press, the convention will be over, 
and our chairman, Bob Chew, will 
be home with much news from 
Pres. Behncke and other air lines. 

T’ll close this letter with the co- 
pilots’ new theme song, “I’ve Got 
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Airline Pilots 


THERE “AIN’T” ANY JUSTICE 


A short time ago I accompanied one of our least energetic mem- 
bers into the doctor’s office for a company physical. He lucked a 
20-15 on both eyes and went to sleep on the table while the doc was 
giving the Schneider. 

“Everything okay?” he asked, on being aroused. 

“Fine—very fine.””’ The doctor gave him that beaming glance a 
doctor always give a good specimen. ‘Your Schneider was excel- 
lent. Haven’t you been getting considerable exercise recently?” 

“Yes, sir, Doc.’”’ The specimen replied quickly. “I’ve really been 
hitting it hard—plenty of swimming, tennis, hunting and fishing.” 

“It certainly shows on your physical,” the doctor assured us and 
gave me a disgusted look. 

Now, I happen to know that that hard working specimen never 
gets any nearer to a swim than a sandbar; always gets a severe head- 
ache when you mention tennis; never hunted for anything but a place 
to sleep and has never, never fished for anything but a pretzel. All 
his exercise is obtained in climbing in and out of bed. Ah, me, there 
just ain’t no justice. llison. 








*** * 


IT WASN’T THE KID’S LAST FIGHT—FLIGHT—FIGHT, D——! 
IT, WE MEAN FLIGHT! 














Several years ago while defying gravity on his regular run be- 
tween Chicago and Omaha Behncke lost both motors while flying blind 
in a snowstorm — Embarrassing to say the least —what did he do? — 
swooped safely to an all-point landing in the top of a big elm tree. 

ot bad, but that wasn’t enough. Our hero had to start playing Tar- 
. He missed the limb and fell to the ground, breaking many bones. 
“He’s through flying,” chanted the wise guys in unison. But, as usual, 
they had a pocket full of dreams—he’s back defying gravity. 


* * * 


MAYBE THIS FLYING RACKET ISN’T SO TOUGH 
Of all the stories about what the Link trainer can do for a per- 
son, probably the most amazing one is about the Air Bureau em- 
ployee, not a pilot, who took some flight instruction in the trainer. 
A short while later he was a passenger with a Bureau pilot flying to 
New York. On the trip back the pilot turned the controls over to 
his passenger and decided to take a nap. 


Saying not a word, the passenger took the controls and flew all 
the way to Washington. At the airport the pilot awakened and landed 
the ship. The pilot happened to mention the incident around the Bu- 
reau some time later. 

“How come you let him take the controls?” they asked the pilot, 
‘he doesn’t know how to fly.” 

“He doesn’t!” the bewildered birdman screamed. ‘‘Why, I thought 
he was a pilot!’ 

* * * 


NO MORE AIRLINERS LOST IN FOG? 

Another device “to insure safe blind flying” has been invented. 
Described with the same adjectives that all other such devices have 
been labeled with, this also claims to be “a major contribution to air 
navigation.” 

By experience, we have learned to be dubious when we hear news 
of a new blind flying instrument that has been “perfected.” Too many 
times, we have seen them prove their impractibility, their inconsistency, 
or their inadaptability. 

This particular device, operated by radio, has a frosted glass, over 
which a tiny green speck moves, showing the course taken by ap- 
proaching planes, thus permitting the dispatchers to guide them in to 
a safe landing. 

It is our hope that the innovation proves to be practical, but the 
pilots, who have always navigated their ships pretty well alone, (ex- 
cept that they are aided by a great number of devices that often fail 
to function in the pinch) will no doubt always have to do so. 

The man behind the controls still flies the ship and always will. 

* * & 


LET’S HOPE THAT THESE ARE NIGHTMARES 
When no logical explanation could be reached for the recent 
disappearance of the Pan American clipper, the newspapers strongly 
hinted sabotage. To substantiate their theory, they brought out the 
fact that a representative of the Chinese government was carrying, 
on his person, a million dollars for the Chinese war fund. 


Even though newspapers characteristically seek to stress, or even 
manufacture, sensational angles, this is one thing that cannot be pooh- 
poohed aside. 


_ In case you aren’t already thinking of it, let us remind you that 
United Air Lines once lost a Boeing 247 over Dwyer, Indiana, under 
some very mysterious circumstances. 


Definite proof was obtained by the company that the tail of the 
machine was blown off by an explosion that was centered in the wash- 
room or baggage compartment of the ship. Razor sharp bits of metal 
were driven through 12 thicknesses of wool blankets, and the entire 
tail assembly was found virtually intact more than a mile from the 
main wreckage. The theory was advanced that only some explosive 
like TNT or nitroglycerine could have caused such a complete severance. 


2 Edgar Hoover and his Federal Bureau of Investigation are still 
investigating the crash. They have compiled a voluminous report in- 
cluding information of every person on board, his friends, his enemies, 





a Pocket Full of Dreams.” 


his occupation, and his life. Nothing important has been revealed as 
yet, unfortunately. 
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F. D. R. Approves D. C. Airport 


(Continued from Page 1) 

the Washington airport. This pe- 
tition was filed on July 8, 1937, 
requesting the government to re- 
strict the operations in and out of 
the Washington field, or, to forbid 
its use entirely. As a matter of 
fact, that petition was in the form 
of an ultimatum which definitely 
set a deadline beyond which, the 
pilots using the Washington Air- 
port would no longer fly into this 
port unless something was done to 
improve the airport facilities in 
the District. 

Washington Herald Scoops Story 

The Washington Herald scooped 
the story on the evening of July 
8, and carried a continuous bar- 
rage of news items, editorials, and 
cartoons, backing the pilots in 
their fight to convince Congress 
that the time had come for ac- 
tion, and that the only action 
that would be satisfactory to the 
men who were actually doing the 
flying would be that steps be tak- 
en to build a safe and adequate 
airport for the District of Colum- 
bia. The other Washington pa- 
pers, including the Times, the Star, 
and the News, immediately lent 
their full backing to the pilots’ ef- 
forts to secure a real airport for 
Washington. Shortly after the pi- 
lots presented their petition to the 
Commerce department, and the 
story broke in the Herald, the 
President’s airport commission 
made a report to Congress, recom- 
mending the Camp Springs site as 
first choice, and Gravelly Point as 
second choice. This commission 
was created by an act of Congress, 
approved April 21, 1936. The 
first meeting was held May 7, 
1936, at which time Senator Wil- 
liam H. King was named as chair- 
man, and Congressman Jack Nich- 
ols assecretary. Other members of 
the commission were: Senator 
Royal S. Copeland, Senator War- 
ren R. Austin, Congresswoman 
Mary T. Norton, Congressman W. 
Sterling Cole, Chairman Frederic 
A. Delano, of the National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission; 
Colonel Daniel I. Sultan, of the 
Engineer Corps, United States 
Army and Engineer Commissioner 
for the District of Columbia; and 
the late General Oscar Westover. 
Washington Airport Restricted 

On August 31st, the Commerce 
Department held a conference to 
discuss regulations restricting the 
use of the airport as requested in 
the pilots petition of July 8. As 
a result of this conference, a’ set 
of rules was drawn up which be- 
came effective on September 7th. 
The result of these restrictions 
was to make Washington-Hoover a 
two-way field insofar as the op- 
eration of Douglas equipment was 
concerned. 

Shortly after the new regula- 
tions went into effect, one of the 
airlines announced publicly that 
unless the restrictions were made 
more lenient, they would have to 
discontinue some of their sched- 
ules, and consequently release 
some of the pilots. In the face of 
this threat, a few pilots signed a 
petition asking that the regulations 
be changed. This resulted in an- 
other conference with the Depart- 
ment of Commerce on October 7, 
1937. 

At the second conference, al- 
though the pilots held firm to their 
original recommendations, the Bu- 
reau of Air Commerce made some 
changes. These changes permitted 
landings and take-offs on the short 





s 
Convention 

The fourth convention of the 
Air Line Pilots Association will 
convene in Chicago at the Con- 
gress Hotel on November 15 
and will remain in session until 
all business properly brought 
before it has been disposed of. 

There will be a banquet on 
the evening of the 17th. All del- 
egates, local pilots and their 
families are invited to attend. 
All members living in and 
around Chicago should make it 
a point to try to be at the ban- 
auet for the purpose of aiding 
the Association in welcoming 
out-of-town delegates and mak- 
ing them feel at home. 

Call Headquarters for reser- 








wations. 

















runway under certain load and 
wind conditions. The new regula- 
tions went into effect on November 
6th. 

In the meantime, while the Bu- 
reau of Air Commerce was holding 
conferences and writing regula- 
tions, Senator King had introduced 
a bill providing for an airport at 
Camp Springs. At the same time, 
Senator Copeland and Congress- 
man May introduced another bill 
to provide for the improvement of 
the existing airport. The Camp 
Springs bill passed the Senate 
August 14, 19387, but failed to pass 
the House before adjournment. 
The Copeland-May bill passed both 
Houses of Congress but the Pres- 
ident wisely vetoed it on Septem- 
ber 2nd. 

Camp Springs Bill Favored 

In the next session of Congress, 
that is, in both the special and 
regular sessions, a flood of airport 
bills were introduced. Many sites 
theretofore unheard of had their 
proponents. Throughout the ses- 
sion numerous hearings were held, 
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Veteran Antarctic Pavt Gives A 


By DEAN C. SMITH 

The establishment of air traffic 
control was, in my opinion, one of 
the most important milestones in 
the advancement of scheduled air 
transport, especially significant in 
that its inauguration was _ insti- 
tuted before a fatal collision 
proved its necessity. 

The practicability of directing 
and controlling air traffic to pro- 
mote safety has been amply dem- 
onstrated but since the system was 
started traffic in some quarters has 





grown until present methods will 


i A 
below noel quuising Altitudes 
and still we ve landing limits, 
say, for example, 1,200 and 3 
miles, the landings could be speed- 
ed up by a system that would per- 
mit airplanes coming from different 
directions to descend to contact 
prior to reaching the station. This 
might be done by having a mark- 
er beacon on each leg of the 
range used by incoming aircraft 
at a strategic distance from the 
station, within which marker it 
would be safe to descend to con- 
tact and be landed under the di- 


not handle the volume. | rection of the radio control tower. 


In my opinion we have only be- 


| Under the Direction and 


gun to have traffic; during the time | Ditedion of 4. T. C 


of crippled rail service to New| 
England the number of planes in| 
the air between Newark and Bos- | 
ton gave us a clue as to what con- | 
ditions may be like in the not very 
distant future. 

During this time, we were} 
blessed with perfect flying weath- | 


The details of the use and con- 
trol of such a procedure are not 
too difficult and could be worked 
out so that the entire procedure 
would be under the direction and 


| discretion of air traffic control. 


However, I believe what is 


er; with conditions requiring in-|needed most is a system that will 


strument approach at Newark it | 


work with speed when minimum 


at all of which President Behncke | would have been impossible for us | landing conditions prevail. I think 


appeared and testified. Toward | 
the end, the Camp Springs bill 
seemed to be the only one that had 
a chance of passage. At this point 
the President stepped in and urged 
Congress to take action on the 
Camp Springs bill. In the closing 
days of the session the bill, having 
passed the Senate the previous 
year, came up before the House. 
Hopes for a permanent solution of 
the airport problem were soon 
dashed, however, when Congress- 
man Scott of California made a 
number of serious charges to the 
effect that there were nefarious 
dealings in connection with the 
real estate options on the Camp 
Springs site. Immediately the en- 
thusiasm which had been engen- 
dered by the President’s appeal | 
vanished. With very little proof | 
to support his charges, Scott suc- 
ceeded in blocking the bill. Thus, 
another session of Congress ad- 
journed with no action. 

Air Safety Board Recommends 
Action 

However, Congress did pass the 
Civil Aeronautics Bill creating a 
five-man Authority and a three- 
man Air Safety Board to control 
the destinies of aviation, and 
thereby made it possible to bring 
about the present renewed activity 
in the local airport. Soon after 
the Air Safety Board began to 
function they made it known to the | 
Authority that the Washington | 
Airport was unsafe. As a result | 
of the efforts of the Air Safety | 
Board and of the Authority, the} 
President once more became in- 
terested. Unable to get any co-| 
operation from Congress because 
of the conflicting influences at 
work, the President has taken 
things into his own hands and now 
proposes to go as far as he pos- 
sibly can with the facilities at his 
disposal. P. W. A. funds have 
been diverted for the purpose of 
developing the Gravelly Point site, 
the project to be under the direct 
supervision of Army engineers. 
It is reported that the P. W. A. 
would allot $4,000,000 but wheth- | 
er or not the whole amount can} 
be made available without Con-| 
gressional approval is not yet 
clear. At least something is be- 
ing accomplished now, and what 
will happen next remains to be 
seen. 

The pilots spent many tedious 
months working on the problem of 
securing a real airport for the 
capital city. Work on this prob- 
lem was done mainly after hours 
and far into the night, and was in 
addition to the work of securing 
proper legislative protection for 
the pilots in the present air com- 
merce act which was in the legis- 
lative mill at that time. The pilots 
are very pleased to hear of the re- 
sults obtained by Sumpter Smith, 
and the wholehearted cooperation 
of our President, which resulted in 
the beginning of the building of a 
close-in airport at Gravelly Point. 
President Personally Interested 

The building of proper airport 
facilities for Washington has been 
the subject of heated controversy 
for upwards of ten years. 

Naturally, the selection of Grav- 
ellvy Point will not please everyone, 
but at least it will solve the prob- 














lem of a close-in airport for the 


to render a fraction of the service | 

that we did. 

Time to Further Progress 
I think it is now time for air | 


it possible to do this by utilizing 


|the third manner of separating 
i planes—time. 


Let me explain a method that I 


traffic control to further progress. | advocate for trial at Newark and 


It is imperative that methods be 
evolved and be put in practice that 
will handle traffic not only safely 
but with speed and efficiency. 

Our greatest problem and the 
one that should be tackled first is 
the relief of congestion at crowd- 
ed terminals. At Newark and Chi- 
cago under low approach condi- 
tions the number of airplanes 
often gets so great that the delay 
becomes a real hazard and often 
forces the cancellation of sched- 
ules that could be flown safely 
were it not for the delay involved. 
This congestion is caused almost 
entirely by the fact that under our 
present system only one airplane 
may go through the approach pro- 
cedure at a time, the next air- 
plane waiting at any altitude un- 
til the first airplane is on the 
ground before he may safely start 
his landing procedure. Under in- 
strument approach conditions, it 
takes an average of from fifteen 
to twenty minutes per airplane to 
go through this procedure. With 
airplanes due as often as one 
every four or five minutes, the im- 
possibility of our present system 
to bear the burden is readily seen. 
Separated By Route, By 
Altitude, By Time 

If we could devise a method by 
which we could safely have sev- 
eral airplanes going through ap- 
proach procedures at the same 
time, we could do away with the 
chief cause of delay. Airplanes 
may be kept separate in three 
ways. By the control of its loca- 
tion by route, by altitude, and by 
time. 

By our present system of in- 
strument approach technique one 
route, a designated leg of the 
range station, is used for the final 
approach. It may be possible to 
bring in planes by several routes. 





District. President Roosevelt’s or- 
iginal recommendation was that a 
large all-weather, second-to-none, 
airport be built far enough away 
from the city so as to be entirely 
obstruction free from all direc- 
tions. At the same time he recom- 
mended that a close-in airport be 
built to accommodate air traffic to 
and from Washington. Now that 
Gravelly Point has been designated 
as a close-in airport, at least a 
substantial part of his plan has 
been completed. According to re- 
ports, he has not abandoned the 
other part of his plan to build a 
model airport for the capital city 
far enough out so as to be usable 
under all kinds of flying condi- 
tions, obstruction free and large 
enough to accommodate all types 
of present and future equipment, 
both military and commercial. It 
has also been reported that the 
President is taking a personal in- 
terest in Washington’s airport 
problem, and has spent consider- 
able time looking over the terri- 
tory around Washington himself, 
searching for a site to build the 
airport of his dreams before he 


|that I think could be adopted for 


other airports. 

Let us place a curtain marker 
beacon five miles out on the south- 
west leg of the Elizabeth range, 
and another five miles northeast 
of the intersection of the south- 
east leg of the Allentown range 
with the southwest leg of Eliza- 
beth known as the New Brunswick 
intersection. Under instrument 
approach conditions have traffic 
route all airplanes to the intersec- 
tion under altitude control, just 
as they are at present routed to 
over the range station. Let us 
make standard a method of pro- 
cedure in from there, such as, 
each airplane cleared is to pass 
over the outer curtain marker at 
2,000 feet, maintain 140 M.P.H. to 
the inner curtain marker, descend- 
ing to 800 feet. At the inner 
marker put down gear, props in 
low gear and reduce to 110 
M.P.H., going over the range sta- 
tion and making final descent as 
at preset. Then we may clear 
airplanes if separated by time. 


Clearing In a “Stack”—Quickly 

For example, suppose there are 
several airplanes over the New 
Brunswick intersection waiting to 
be cleared in, exactly as they are 
now stacked over the Elizabeth 
range station, one at 2,000, one 
at 3,000, one at 4,000, ete. Num- 
ber one is cleared in and reports 
over the outer marker at 1:00 P. 
M. on standard approach. Imme- 
diately on receipt of this report 
traffic control sends a message to 
number 2 airplane “Descend to 
2,000 feet—you are cleared stand- 
ard approach over the outer mark- 
er not before 1:05—check.” This 
airplane reports back at 3,000 feet 
starting descent to 2,000 feet will 
cross outer marker not before 
1.05.” As soon as traffic control 
receives this report that number 
two is descending they can clear 
number 3 to 3,000 feet and so on. 
As soon as number 2 reports over 
the curtain marker the procedure 
is repeated. 

It is my belief that with this 
system functioning there would be 
very little stacking, and that in 
practice airplanes would generally 
find themselves cleared down to 
2,000 and on in by the time they 
reached the intersection. 

‘A Five-Minute, Ten-Mile, 
Interval Minimum 

A five minute interval minimum 
will separate airplanes by more 
than ten miles, which is amply 
safe over a_ twenty-five mile 
course. Airplanes that miss their 
approach must be routed back to 
New Brunswick by traffic control 
if they wish to make another at- 
tempt. 

Let me urge that this, or a sim- 
ilar system, be given a trial with- 
out delay. Bad weather season is 
starting and we need it. I have 
attempted to devise a method in- 
volving as little expense as pos- 
sible, and with as little complica- 
tions as possible. 

A take-off procedure and sub- 
sequent flight path should be de- 
veloped for every wind direction 
that will permit outbound air- 
planes to leave at any time with- 
out interfering with incoming air- 
planes, stopping the practice of 
holding departing airplanes for 
long delays waiting for an incom- 





ing ship to get on the ground. 








Line Pilots’ Safety Conference 





(Continued from Page 6) 

ty because of the very close liai- 
son that was established between 
the Administrator, the Authority, 
and the Safety Board with the 
men in the cockpit. 
Air Safety Conference 
Semi-Annually or Annually 

At the close of the meeting on 
the 14th, President Behncke sug- 
gested that a similar safety con- 
ference between the air line pilots 
and the members of the Authority 
be held semi-annually or annual- 
ly. The representatives of the Au- 
thority agreed that this would be 
an excellent idea. Therefore, in 
all probability, the safety confer- 
ence on October 14 marks the be- 
ginning of regular annual or semi- 
annual safety conferences be- 
tween the air line pilots and those 
charged with the administration 
of the new Civil Aeronautics act 
of 1938. 


Results Are What Count 

Since the Chicago air safety 
conference, - Headquarters has 
been busy formally submitting 
the many safety recommendations 
made to the representatives of the 
new civil aeronautics regulatory 
agency. Evidence that the exten- 
sive efforts of the pilots to gather 
and bring their problems to the 
Authority’s attention is getting re- 
sults, is contained in the follow- 
ing CAA press release dated Oc- 
tober 24: 

“The Civil Aeronautics Author- 
ity, at its regularly scheduled 
meeting today, established a 
standing committee consisting of 
Chairman Edward J. Noble, Rob- 
ert H. Hinckley, and Clinton M. 
Hester, Administrator, to maintain 
direct liaison with America’s air- 
line pilots as a further step to- 





leaves the White House. 


ward insuring safety in air trans- 





portation. This action establishes 
a permanent contact between such 
pilots and the Civil Aeronautics 
Authority. 

“The committee’s duties, as out- 
lined by the formal order creating 
it, are to ‘receive and review for 
the Authority such complaints and 
recommendations relating to safe- 
ty in scheduled air transportation 
as may be presented to it by the 
authorized representatives of the 
airline pilots.’ The members of 
the committee were also instruct- 
ed to confer from time to time with 
‘such authorized representatives’ 
for the promotion of airline safe- 
ty.” 

A New Day Is Dawning 

The facts contained in the 
above news release are definite 
proof of the prompt, straightfor- 
ward, and effective manner in 
which the new federal regulatory 
group is functioning. At the com- 
ing Convention on November 15, a 
long range program will be dis- 
cussed concerning ways and means 
of increasing air safety to the high- 
est possible degree. The Conven- 
tion will be asked to establish a 
definite method to promptly submit 
all the pilots’ safety recommenda- 
tions to the Authority and Safety 
Board. _We all know what our ex- 
periences in the past have been, 
and for this reason, the frank, 
constructive, and prompt coopera- 
tion on the part of the new regu- 
latory agency and Safety Board 
are indeed encouraging evidence 
that a new day is dawning in the 
development of our air transpor- 
tation system because it is a com- 
monly recognized fact that proper 
development of this new and fast- 
est mode of travel is impossible 
unless a maximum/degree of safe- 





ty is attained. 
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